
S C U L P T U R E  I N  P L A C E
Se l ec t e d  Work s  by  Ja m e s  M.  Ha rr is o n



“  A  D I S T U R B I N G  F O R C E  F R O M  T H E  F U T U R E  W H O S E 
W O R K  M A K E S  YO U  A S K :  I S  I T  A R C H I T E C T U R E ?  I S 
I T  A  S O C I A L  A E S T H E T I C  W E  H AV E N ’ T  Y E T  F U L LY 
E X P E R I E N C E D ?  W H AT E V E R  I T  I S ,  I T  B E L O N G S  T O 
T H E  B E S T  I M P U L S E S  O N  O U R  P L A N E T  N O W. ”

ANDRE I  CODRESCU ,  P OET/WRI TER ,  NAT IONAL  PUBL IC  RAD IO

“  M Y  PA S S I O N  I S  B U I L D I N G  L A R G E  S T R A N G E  T H I N G S , 
A N D  I  C O N S I D E R  M A K I N G  S C U L P T U R E  A  WAY  T O 
S T U DY  T H E  W O R L D. ”

JAMES  M .  HARRISON,  ART IST



HEL IOS  PAV I L ION

A splash of color against a gray sky encapsulates this welcoming beacon for a new town 
center in Burien, Washington. Inspired by star charts and basket making, the Helios 
Pavilion marks a line through Burien from Mt. Rainier to the site of the old Bering  
Land Bridge.

Details: Rolled steel pipe assembled on site that supports laminated art glass and colored 
resin. Client: City of Burien, WA



BALADEUSE

The armature in this giant piece of glass jewelry dematerializes, leaving only the facets  
of glass to interplay with the ambient light. Enlivening the pedestrian alley of a new 
mixed-use office building, Baladeuse is named in honor of pioneering aviator Alberto 
Santos-Dumont.

Details: Twenty-foot tall stainless steel armature supporting 217 pieces of laminated 
art glass. Lit with fiber optics. Client: Vulcan Real Estate Alley 24 Building / NBBJ 
Headquarters, Seattle, WA



GOTHAM BU I LD ING  TAVERN

A blank interior space is transformed into a compelling restaurant environment with 
salvaged timbers that are stacked like masonry to create intimate alcoves of space.

Details: Stacked timbers and laminated art glass panes that diffuse the light.  
Client: Ripe LLC Portland, OR



A IOREMA

An ephemeral shaft of light shaped like a cloud at the base and a star at the top form this 
sculptural marquee created to announce a renovated theater. The piece is called Aiorema 
invoking the Greek concept of “God in the Machine”.

Details: Stacked layers of acrylic polymer conceal a stainless steel spine. Lit with fiber 
optics. Client: Portland Center Stage in Portland, OR



THE  HANDS  OF  CANTOR

Amorphous shapes, patterns and sequences explore the mathematics of infinity and the 
nature of invention and creativity. Inspired by mathematician Georg Cantor, this piece is 
placed in a building lobby perfect for viewing it from multiple vantages.

Details: A steel frame attached to the ceiling suspends fiberglass knots, resin bottles, 
formulae and symbols. Client: The Hospital, a member’s club and multimedia arts 
facility in London, England



ARAM INTA

Located on a busy street, this neighborhood icon for a historic fire station is a light 
beacon named in honor of a person who exemplified courage under duress. Araminta  
was Harriet Tubman’s given name at birth.

Details: A stainless steel armature supports laminated art glass. Sheathed in brass  
and lit with neon. Client: Portland Fire Bureau in Portland, OR



DA AHOUD

Daahoud achieves a wide range of shape variation from stacking only a simple repeating 
unit. The piece withstands 80 mile an hour winds even though the fastening system is 
completely hidden. Named in honor of piano genius Oscar Peterson.

Details: Two-foot-long cedar boards over hidden stainless steel threaded rods connected 
to the hidden footing. Internally spot lit. Client: Private



l and  yacht

Color against a gray Northwest sky. An outdoor dining pavilion for a busy restaurant 
cluster.

Details: custom rolled greenhouse components hold a hand sewn vinyl welding 
screen. Client: The Ocean Restaurant Group, Kevin Cavanaugh, Developer  NE 24th 
and Glisan Portland, OR



urban  l ight ing  concepts

Developed for the Portland Development Commission

and the Richmond California Redevelopment Agency



pro cess  snap shots

Baladeuse sketch, Helios prototype, Hands of Cantor modelling



install at ion  snap shots

Hands of Cantor, Daahoud, Helios Pavilion, Baladeuse



Seek ing
Interesting projects with interesting people.

Expert ise
Large-scale civic sculpture 
Design with unusual parameters  
Master planning and streetscape projects  
Idea implementation

Visioning, prototyping, building

Part ial  C l ient  L ist
City of Burien, Washington / Vulcan Real  
Estate, Seattle / The Hospital Group, London 
Meta Arte, Seattle / Richmond California 
Redevelopment Agency / Portland Development 
Commission / University of Oregon / Regional 
Arts & Culture Council, Portland, OR / Oregon 
Arts Commission / Portland Family of Funds

D irect  inqu ir ies  to
James M. Harrison Art & Design Studio 
3155 NE 73rd Ave, Portland OR, 97213 
503.997.2834 www.jamesmharrison.com


